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Abstract 
Worksheets that focus on the analysis of historical data are made up of forms that enable students to read and analyze primary or 
secondary historical documents in terms of their physical attributes and content. While the physical attributes part of the 
worksheet contain questions about the type of the text, its name, date, place, author and its readers, the analysis of the main text 
dibility of the historical sources. 
Studying the documents with such questions, students get the opportunity to combine their own interpretation of the document 
e to see what students have grasped 
from the text and follow the mental processes they go through during the whole task of analyzing it.  
Keywords: Document Analysis, Teaching History 
1. Introduction 
knowledge but also their skills defined as the abilities 
intended to be acquired, developed and put into practice during the process of learning (MEB, 2005: 47). With this 
velop through analysis, synthesis 
and evaluation of the texts they read. 
Social Sciences and the steps taken by historians in the methodology of scientific resear  
     Ata (2000: 80-81) states that the use of worksheets in history courses is closely related to the favored view of 
ich is 
very useful to them during their entire life. He also states that if history education aims to equip students with the 
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activities 
work relies on using documents and other written sources.  
In line with such information, the research question can be expressed as determining the impact of using 
Written Document Analysis Worksheet (www.hsp.org) designed by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania was 
translated into Turkish by the instructor of the course and was adapted into a course material. 
2. Method 
2.1. The method of search  
    The research model has been planned as a case study. Case study is a research method that studies a current case 
in its behaviour setting where the borders between the case and its setting are not clearly outlined and where as 
 
2.2. Sampling and generalization     
The study scope is composed of 
2010-2011. The sampling is composed of students attending classes 7A and 7B at the Foundation of Istanbul Erkek 
High School 125th Year Private Primary School. Both the school and the classes have been randomly selected. 
Although it is impossible to generalize the research results as there are only two classes in the study group, it sets a 
good example for such studies. 
The study group is composed of 24 students attending grade 7.  The students were handed out worksheets on the 
ted to find and analyze 
 
3. Findings and Comments 
    The findings of the research have been classified into two as the findings obtained in terms of st
 
3.1.  Historical Documents 
     The findings obtained in terms of stude
historical document analysis have been classified under certain categories and analyzed in terms of content. They 
are presented as follows: 
Table 1: The findings obtained in terms  
 
Themes Common Statements f 
 
Determini
ng the 
nature of 
the  
document 
Books, encyclopedias, maps, journals, printing, interesting titles, illustrations, volumes and notes. 
The document has been written for a circle of readers, children and adults who are curious about the history of Ottoman 
the Ottoman Sea Forces and world sailors; for 
interested in the Ottoman culture; for those who are interested in the Ottoman history and who want to expertise in this field 
and those readers who are curious about the Ottoman sultans and Ottoman court life.  
 
 
 
22 
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Showing 
evidences 
*The evidence that helped me find the reason why the document was written was the document itself. Everything about the 
f 
r several days with festivals, firing of guns 
and parades. The mother, midwife and concubines were given presents.  
*Main headings about the Ottoman Empire rather than a sentence or a paragraph in the document helped me find the reason 
why the document was written. The court was not only the place where the sultan lived but also the headquarter of state 
business and a school where statesmen were trained. Thus, the court was composed of three sections. Harem was the inner 
 children lived; Enderun was the middle section where court services were carried out 
and court and state officials were trained; Birun was the outer section where services outside the court were carried out.  
Birun was also the place where the troops that used to secure the court were kept and the divan (the administration center 
where the outmost decisions were made) gathered. 
written. 
*The notes section of each text shows where the author quotes from and what makes the author write that information.  
*In those years Ottomans attached great importance to hygiene and pleasure. Before the wedding, a ceremony used to be 
held in the hamam (Turk
culture belonged to the Bizantium tradition and the Ottoman adopted it.  
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Making  
judgement
s 
*The fact that the reigning sultans killed oth
 For 
as built for his youngest daughter Hatice Sultan after she died of croup. 
I believe this document was written to tell about the daily 
y 
mind. It means this book accomplished its aim of writing. It tells the daily lives of court people in the Ottoman Empire very 
well. 
*This document was written to introduce the Ottoman Empire and tell about it in detail from the day it was established until 
it collapsed. How did the people dress inside and outside the court during the Ottoman Empire? Did the way they dressed 
give a clue about their status? 
educated in religion, literature, music, calligraphy, horse-riding and artillery matters. Even the fact that his mother wanted 
him to learn foreign languages matters. This document was written to reveal the events occuring in the court.  
I would like to find an answer to my question in this do
(Jenissary) Association? 
*Since the document I read is a research report in a journal, I think I had better make a judgement after I compare it to other 
sources. 
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Determini
ng key 
words 
Pir
management, 
celebrations, ceremonies, presents, traditions, letter, ambassador, empire, kaptan-
timar (Ottoman land tenure), madrasah (school), dynasty, heir to the throne, concubine, sultan, sovereign,  sultanate/sultanic 
rule 
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Arguments 
put 
forward 
It is claimed in the document that history should be judged by the standards of its time and sultans were not tied to religious 
rules. The document gives the facts about birth and death in the Ottoman Empire. It also interprets the reason why Kanuni 
had a deed of trust prepared for his dead son as his wish to feel at peace because doing so he would enable his son to make a 
pilgrimage to Meccah (hadj). It is claimed in the document that hamam was not only used for bathing purpose but also for 
socializing.  
 
 
 
18 
 
Values and 
attitudes 
reflected 
The policy of being Turkish and Turkism, unity, solidarity, neutrality.  
The document reflects the fact that the sultan loved his children equally and did not maltreat his daughters and his love for 
his daughters was not less than his love for his sons. It also reflects some values such as respect for women, the necessity to 
fix well-known mistakes.  
It accounts the peace between the Ottoman and Poland and the fact that the young sultan respects everybody, even the 
captives although he is the ruler himself.  
 
 
12 
 
 
Credibility 
of the 
source 
The source/document is reliable enough because many subheadings regarding the data were explicated in a more detailed 
way in the other volumes. This document is sufficient as it explicates everything. It is not only the subject of a documentary, 
but has also been published in an official journal. This source is more credible than historical data in course books. In the 
notes section you can find why something is said. Famous historians have been quoted and a bibliography has been given. I 
believe the source is reliable since the bibliography is composed of academic books and documents. This source, which is an 
official encyclopedia, has been composed after the documents were explicated and backed by photos.  
 
 
 
22 
Associatin
g with 
other 
sources 
 It has similar ideas as it refers to different sources. It has to contain similar ideas because history has to be written 
objectively. If you compare the data in books to the data in encyclopedias, you can see that they are the same. There are 
different pieces of information in the sources about the riot o
their riotousness while others think it is for moral reasons. On the whole, there were similar pieces of information in the 
sources.  
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  As can be observed in Table 1, with the help of the historical document analysis, students were able to identify 
the nature of documents, show evidence about the epoch referring directly to the relevant documents. They were 
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also be able to identify the reasons why the document was written, do reasoning about the document, find the key 
concepts, criticise the source and the arguments put forward. While, they were able to relate the source with other 
sources to a great extent, their ability to do abstract reasoning concerning the values and attributes reflected in the 
document was not that good compared to other fields.   
   
contributions to students in terms of academic reasons and skills.  
   The finding
and presented with their evidences as follows. 
 
 
      The findings obtained 
historical document analysis have been subject to a content analysis, classified under certain categories, and 
presented as follows in the table below.  
 
Table 2: The fin evement of the attainments 
 
Themes Evidences f 
 
 
 
 
Political 
power 
The managerial organisation of the Ottoman Empire had undergone many changes throughout the history but had always 
been centralist. 
The turning point was around the end of the 16th century. Many Ottoman institutions lost their ordinance they had at the 
beginning. 
strength of the empire. 
In the ascension period the last word belonged to the sultan. Sadrazam (grand vizier) was a deputy to the sultan and vested 
with powers. 
 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
Conquest and 
conflicts 
Ottoman Empire had many conquests and was spread over several continents. It collapsed during the reign of Sultan 
Vahdettin known as Mehmet the 6th. 
Ottoman Navy became most powerful during the reign of Kanuni and Barbaros Hayrettin Pasha was appointed as Kaptan-
 
(Jenissary) soldiers were even given money. 
matchless strategy expert. 
 
 
 
6 
Apprehension 
of culture and 
aesthetics 
Moisture-absorbing shirts were used instead of towels in hamams. Hamams were not only places of entertainment but also 
places for women to meet and hear about news in the town and socialize.  
Wooden houses were common in the 19th century. 
ere collected by single girls because they were believed to bring good luck. 
 
4 
 
Reform 
movements 
The regime became most mature during 16th century and prevailed until the reign of Mahmut II. However, it changed 
completely and took a different character after the administrative reforms of 1839.  
women were allowed to go out of the court.  
 
2 
 
      Table 2 shows that the students are considered to have prepared the documents used in the historical document 
analysis making use of different sources according to the four aims of the unit specified in the guidelines. Students 
he role of commerce and seas in their 
conquests and wars in the sources they had studied. They were later able to give evidences regarding the change and 
continuity in the apprehension of Turkish art and aesthetics and exemplify social change with the Ottoman reform 
movements through city analysis. 
4. Discussion 
      When other studies are analyzed, they are mostly obtained from the results of the research conducted in the 
context of evidence-based learning model.    
In the recommendations section of his unpu -based Learning Model in Primary 
-
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natured materials according to the history content in the syllabus, use the literature in the field and tell students that 
a mere truth is not good enough for each social event or a social fact in history.  
      
Stud
experiment group) between the experiment group and the control group in terms of academic achievement in Social 
Studies courses at grade 7 in primary schools. Education was carried out with written evidence based activities in 
the experiment group while it was carried out with the course books prepared according to the new syllabus (2005) 
in the control group.  
      he Effectiveness of the Use of Historical Evidence in Teaching the Course of 
Turkish Republic Revolution History and Ata an, N. (2008: 202) states that students 
have highlighted that historical evidence is crucial to understand history in the pre-test of the survey, whereas they 
have noted that historical evidence is essential in order to determine the credibility of historical data in the post-test 
of the survey on the importance of historical evidence in understanding history. 
 
5. Conclusion and Recommendation 
 
In conclusion, 
ey into 
 
The following recommendations are presented in line with the above-mentioned results: 
 
 
positively through the use of worksheets on historical document analysis in the context of constructive 
learning approach. 
 
contributed by the fact that teachers instruct history through not only course books, but also several 
historical sources. 
 The fact that students interpret historical data from a critical viewpoint will lead to more sensible 
conclusions. Therefore, more activities should be carried out to develop historical thinking skills in a 
classroom environment.  
 
know how to use alternative teaching techniques should be made up for during on-the-job training seminars. 
References 
Ata, , 175, 80-81. 
  
ara University Institute of Educational Sciences. 
 
Becerilerine Etkisi. Turkish Studies- International Periodical For The Languages, Literature and History of Turkish or Turkic Volume 6/1 
Winter 2011, p. 1287-1301. 
ty Institute of 
Educational Sciences. 
, 12/2. 
.  
, 11/2. 
-
 
Ministry of National Education (2005). Primary Education Course of Social Studies. 6-7. Syllabus and Guidelines /Draft Printing. Ankara: 
Ministry of National Education Publications. 
 
 
accessed from www.hsp.org on 03.09.2010 
 
